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it is probable that there were two streams of Buddhism, for the Chinese pilgrims agree that Shan-shan (near Lob-nor), Turfan, Kucha and Kashgar were Einay&nist, whereas Yarkand and Khotan were Mahayanist. Further, much of the architecture, sculpture and painting is simply Gandharan and the older specimens can hardly be separated from the Gandharan art of India by any considerable interval. This art was in part coeval with Kanishka, and if his reign began in 78 A.B. or later the first specimens of it cannot be much anterior to the Christian era. The earliest Chinese notices of the existence of Buddhism in Kashgar and Kucha date from 400 (Fa-Hsien) and the third century (Annals of the Tsin, 265-317) respectively, but they speak of it as the national religion and munificently endowed, so that it may well have been established for some centuries. In Turfan the first definite record is the dedication of a temple to Maitreya in 469 but probably the history of religion there was much the same as in Kucha.
It is only in Khotan that tradition, if not history, gives a more detailed narrative. This is found in the works of the Chinese pilgrims Hsiian Chuang and Sung Yiin and also in four Tibetan works which are apparently translated from the language of Khotan1. As the story is substantially the same in all, it merits consideration and may be accepted as the account current in the literary circles of Khotan about 500 A.D. It relates that the Indians who were part-founders of that city in the reign of Asoka were not Buddhists2 and the Tibetan version places the conversion with great apparent accuracy 170 years after the foundation of the kingdom and 404 after the death of the Buddha. At that time a monk named Vairocana, who was an incarnation of Manjusri, came to Khotan, according to Hsiian Chuang from Kashmir3. He is said to have introduced a new language as well as Mahayanism, and the king, Vijayasambhava, built for him the great monastery of Tsarma outside the capital, which was miraculously supplied with relics. We cannot be sure
1 SeeWatters, YuanC7iwang,TLp.2Q6. Beal,X(/e.p.205. Chavannes,** Voyage de Sung Yun," J3.E.F.E.O. 1903, 395, and for the Tibetan sources, Roekhill, Life of the Buddha chap. vm. One of the four Tibetati works is expressly stated to be translated from Khotanese.
8 The Tibetan Chronicles of Li-Yul say that they worshipped Vaisravana and {Sitmahadevi.
3 A monk from Kashmir called Vairocana was also active in Tibet about 750 A.D.
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